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British Airways i360 viewing pod completed in Brighton 
 

The glass viewing pod for British Airways i360, conceived and designed by 

Marks Barfield Architects, was completed on Brighton beach today [January 

13], making way for the last phase of construction before the world’s tallest 

moving observation attraction opens this summer.  

 

The construction team attached the final segment to the 162 metre tower 

earlier this afternoon, forming a breathtaking futuristic glass viewing pod 

which is ten times bigger than the capsules on the London Eye and can hold 

up to 200 people.  

 

David Marks commented, “It is incredibly exciting to see the pod finally take 

shape on the tower. The team from Poma have done a remarkable job, both 

in terms of the craftsmanship of the handmade pod as well their skillful and 

swift assembly.” 

 

Julia Barfield said, “This is an extremely important moment for us. The pod is 

completed and it looks stunning. The fluid form of the glass sits beautifully in 

its beachfront setting and the mirrored underside will cast reflections of the 

naturally shifting shapes of the sea and sky.” 

 

Eleanor Harris, CEO of British Airways i360 said, “It is a thrilling way to start 

the year. We are well on schedule and look forward to starting to test the pod 

movement in the spring and British Airways i360 opening this summer.” 

 



At 4.7 metres high and 18 metres wide, the pod will gently glide up to 138 

metres (450 feet), offering a gradually unfolding view of the fun loving city of 

Brighton & Hove, the English Channel and 26 miles of Sussex coastal 

landscape.  

 

Made from 24 segments of handmade glass from Italy, the pod weighs 106 

tonnes with 200 people on board (90 tonnes without people). 

 

The glass is double glazed and is four panes thick; it is constructed from two 

laminated double-curved sheets glued together with an interlayer and 

separated by a sealed air gap between the two separate glass layers, creating 

a window assembly that is four layers of glass thick. 

  

As this form of toughened glass cannot be cut to size, each piece had to be 

precisely formed at the start of the process in order for them to fit together 

accurately in layers and then be attached to the steel ‘ribs’ forming the frame 

for each superstructure. 

  

Among its other features, the British Airways i360 pod will be heated and air-

conditioned, is fully accessible for wheelchair users, has bench seating for 

passengers and will also house the Sky Bar, the most unique bar in the UK.   

 

The next key project milestone will be when the team runs test flights for the 

pod in spring. 

   

More information can be found at britishairwaysi360.com  

- Ends - 
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About British Airways i360 
At 162 metres high, and with an observation pod rising to 450 feet, British 
Airways i360 will be the world’s tallest moving observation tower and the 
world’s first vertical cable car, offering a new perspective on the fun loving 
seaside city of Brighton. Sited at the root end of the historic West Pier on 
Brighton’s seafront, British Airways i360 has a slender, elegant design, with a 

http://www.britishairwaysi360.com/


futuristic pod allowing 200 visitors at a time to enjoy the surrounding view as it 
slowly unfolds. The visitor centre incorporates a 400 seat restaurant; a gift 
shop; children’s play zone; exhibition space; tea rooms; and conference and 
event facilities. 
 
www.britishairwaysi360.com 
Twitter: @BA_i360 
Instagram: @BA_i360 
Facebook: BritishAirwaysi360 
Pinterest: @BA_i360 
Hashtag: #bai360 
 
About British Airways 
British Airways is one of the world’s leading global premium airlines and the 
UK’s largest international scheduled airline, carrying approximately 35 million 
passengers worldwide annually, on around 800 daily flights. The airline 
employs around 40,000 people, the vast majority of these at its sites 
throughout the UK, and has an annual turnover of £8.5 billion.  
 
It employs 2,500 people in Sussex, several hundred of them in Brighton.   
 

http://www.britishairwaysi360.com/

